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Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BERLIN 00733 301719 Z 
53 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 EURE-00 10-12 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 

H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 

SS-15 ACDA-19 NIC-01 RSR-01 /1 13 W 

068574 

P R 301645 Z APR 73 
FM USMISSION BERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1735 
INFO ALEMBASSY BONN 1600 
CINCEUR FOR POLAD AND OPS 

CINCUSARUER FOR POLAD AND OPS AND AEAGG- OCO 
CINCUSAFE FOR POLAD AND OPS 
USELMLO 
USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS BERLIN 0733 

USIA FOR DIRECTOR I AMES KOEGH 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, WB, FE 

SUBJECT: SHOOTING AT THE WALL 

1. DURING LATE AFTERNOON APRIL 27, UNIDENTIFIED, 
APPROXIMATELY 30- YEAR OLD MAN ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE 
FROM EAST BERLIN JUST NORTH OF REICHSTAG BUILDING, 

WAS CUT DOWN BY AUTOMATIC WEAPONS- FIRE FROM EAST 
GERMAN GUARDS, AND FELL INTO SPREE RIVER WHERE HE 
DISAPPEARED FROM VIEW. EAST GERMAN POLICE BOATS 

( RIVER IS ENTIRELY WITHIN EAST BERLIN AT THAT POINT) 
COMMENCED SEARCH OPERATIONS AND 1950 RECOVERED 
APPARENTLY LIFELESS BODY. NO ROUNDS IMPACTED 
IN WEST BERLIN. 

2. ON APRIL 28 FOLLOWING STATEMENT WAS RELEASED 
BY BRITISH ( CHAIRMAN) PRESS OFFICER ON BEHALF OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 00733 301719 Z 
THREE ALLIED COMMANDANTS: 
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QUOTE: AT 1755 ON 27 APRIL, GUARDS ON THE REICHSTAGUFER 
IN EAST BERLIN, ADJACENT TO THE TIERGARTEN DISTRICT OF 
THE BRITISH SECTOR, WERE OBSERVED TO FIRE SHOTS 
APPARENTLY AT A MAN ATTEMPTING TO CROSS THE WALL AT 
THAT POINT. THE MAN FELL INTO THE SPREE, AND SOME 
TWO HOURS LATER AN APPARENTLY LIFELESS BODY WAS 
RECOVERED FROM THE WATER BY AN EAST GERMAN LAUNCH. 

" THE ALLIED COMMANDANTS DEPLORE THIS FURTHER 
RECKLESS AND INHUMANE USE OF FIREARMS IN THE HEART 
OF BERLIN WHICH IS HARD TO RECONCILE WITH THE DESIRE 
FOR THE ELIMINATION OF TENSION WHICH HAS BEEN EXPRESSED 
BY ALL INTERESTED GOVERNMENTS. THE COMMANDANTS CALL 
UPON THE AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE TO DEMONSTRATE 
GREATER CONCERN FOR INNOCENT LIVES AND TO PREVENT 
FURTHER SHOOTINGS OF THIS KIND. END QUOTE 

3. SENAT AND FEDERAL MINISTER FOR INNER- GERMAN 
AFFAIRS FRANKE ALSO PROTESTED THE SHOOTING. 

4. USCOB CONCURS. KLEIN 



UNCLASSIFIED 

NMAFVVZCZ 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 
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Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
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Disposition Remarks: 
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Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: n/a 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: BERLIN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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ISecure: 1 
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Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
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Previous Classification: n/a 
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Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
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Subject: SHOOTING AT THE WALL 

TAGS: PGOV, WB 

To: ALEMBASSY BONN 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD AND OPS 

CINCUSAFE FOR POLAD AND OPS 

CINCUSARUER FOR POLAD AND OPS AND AE 

EUR 

SECSTATE WASHDC 
USELMLO 
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USIA 
Type: TE 
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